  On the 15th of November 2007, in collaboration with the Faculty of Sciences in the Lebanese University (LU), the Lebanese National Contact Point (NCP) organized  a seminar entitled: “The European Union’s 7th Framework Program (FP7) for Funding Research: ICT Theme”. The event took place at the LU Hadath science campus and was attended by around 50 ICT specialized researchers. Among the attendees were the Dean of the Faculty of Sciences in the Lebanese University, Dr. Ali Mneimneh, representatives of several prominent universities, such as the American University of Beirut, The Saint Joseph University, the Kaslik University, and others.  
  Dr. Mneimneh welcomed the audience and the NCP team. After which Dr. Sarkis, representing the NCP, initiated the presentation by highlighting the importance of FP7 and ICT and their relevance to research specifically within the context of the Lebanese researcher community. Then, Mr. Bassam Azoury of the NCP, summarized the 2007-2008 ICT work programme and highlighted the important aspects of the programme and related these ideas to the context of current research conducted in the Lebanese research community. Mr. Jad Kawtharani, also of the NCP, presented a case study illustrating the practical steps of participating in FP7, including the matching of ideas with the work programme, drafting the proposal, finding partners and building the consortium, submitting the proposal, and a number of good practices and recommendations that support the participation of researchers within the FP7 framework. 

  The seminar culminated in an open discussion session that resulted in an informative and fruitful exchange of knowledge. The questions were focused mainly on the steps of participation and we took this opportunity to emphasize the different tools existing that support such activities including our role as NCP. The new attendees registered in the NCP database. The audience was also provided with a file holder containing support documents, a summary of the ICT work programme, an important links sheet, and other important documents.  
